
Allegheny CleanWays 
2019 Trash Audit

1st Land and Water Trash Audit in Allegheny County

Goals

1. Identify material characteristics of illegally discarded trash

2. Understand environmental and health impacts of trash

3. Understand brands and other patterns in trash stream

4. Support campaigns for reducing trash streams into the 
environment

Video

https://www.environmental-report.org/single-post/2019/10/19/2019-Environmental-Journalism-Multimedia-Workshop


Overview

• 3 Riverfront Cleanups
• 2 Dumpsite Cleanups
• 3 Litter Cleanups

• 5 days
• 49+ volunteers

6,902.4 lbs of Trash
11,770+ Pieces of Trash



























Land and Water Results

C&D = Construction and Demolition 







Types of Plastics



Brand Analysis









Allegheny CleanWays 
2019 Trash Audit

Lessons Learned

1. We need to consume less stuff – especially plastic!

2. Junk food, tobacco, and alcohol products account for high 
brand representation

3. Site selection drives trash profile

Some Next Steps

1. Investigate why there is an unequal representation of 
brands in trash stream

2. Undertake more frequent audits to get the most accurate 
and on-going record of trash

3. Work with city and partner organizations to target advocacy 
based on findings

4. Implement trash trapper and storm drain adoption 
programs to address plastic pollution problem
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